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Exam Explorations in Linguistics and Learning Theories: 

Structuralism, Functionalism, Cognitivism, and 

Constructivism 

Sequence 1: Structuralism 1. Explain the key differences between Ferdinand de 

Saussure’s and Leonard Bloomfield's approaches to structuralism in linguistics. 

Provide examples of their theoretical emphases and methodologies. 

Sequence 2: Functionalism 2. Discuss the role of Roman Jakobson’s communication 

model in functional linguistics. What are the six language functions he identified, and 

how do they contribute to our understanding of language's versatility in 

communication? 

Sequence 3: Cognitivism vs. Constructivism 3. Compare and contrast the key 

principles of Cognitivism and Constructivism in educational psychology. How do these 

theories view the learner’s role in the learning process? 

4. Elaborate on Lev Vygotsky's contributions to Constructivism, particularly 

focusing on the concept of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and its 

significance in educational settings. 

Sequence 4: "Meaning" in General and Specific Contexts 5. Explain how the concept 

of "meaning" varies between general English contexts and specialist fields such as 

linguistics and computer science. Provide examples to illustrate how meaning is 

constructed and interpreted differently in these areas. 

6. Describe the features and importance of Business English as a specialized form 

of communication. What makes it distinct from general English, and why is it 

crucial in professional environments? 

 

1. Key Differences Between Ferdinand de Saussure and Leonard Bloomfield 

• Ferdinand de Saussure emphasized the structural aspects of language, 

focusing on the relationships between different linguistic elements. He 

introduced concepts such as the linguistic sign, signifier, and signified, and 

highlighted the arbitrary nature of the sign. Saussure adopted a synchronic 

approach, which examines language at a specific point in time without 

considering historical context. 

• Leonard Bloomfield, on the other hand, emphasized the importance of studying 

language as a form of behavior and its practical application in real-world 

contexts. He was more empirically driven, focusing on phonetics and the 

physical aspects of speech over the abstract theoretical frameworks. 

Bloomfield did not shy away from diachronic analysis, which looks at language 

development over time. 
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2. Roman Jakobson’s Communication Model 

• Roman Jakobson identified six functions of language: referential (conveying 

information), emotive (expressing speaker's emotions), conative (influencing 

the listener), phatic (establishing or maintaining communication), 

metalinguistic (discussing language itself), and poetic (focusing on the 

message form). These functions illustrate the complexity of human 

communication, showing that language serves not only as a medium for 

conveying information but also plays crucial roles in social interaction, 

emotional expression, and aesthetic pleasure. 

3. Cognitivism vs. Constructivism 

• Cognitivism views learning as a process involving the acquisition and 

organization of knowledge through mental processes such as memory, 

problem-solving, and thinking. It sees learners as active participants who 

process information. 

• Constructivism posits that learners construct their own understanding and 

knowledge of the world, through experiencing things and reflecting on those 

experiences. It emphasizes the importance of background and context in the 

construction of knowledge, with learners building personal interpretations of 

the world based on their individual experiences and interactions. 

4. Lev Vygotsky's Contributions to Constructivism 

• Lev Vygotsky introduced the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), which is the 

difference between what a learner can do without help and what they can 

achieve with guidance and encouragement from a skilled partner. This concept 

underscores the importance of scaffolding in education—where the teacher 

provides support to students as they develop and increase their understanding. 

Vygotsky’s theory stresses the fundamental role of social interaction in the 

development of cognition, arguing that community plays a central role in the 

process of "making meaning." 

5. Concept of "Meaning" in Different Contexts 

• In general English contexts, meaning involves everyday communication, 

including non-verbal cues, context, and cultural background. In these settings, 

meaning transcends words to include how statements are made and the 

interplay of expressions and gestures. 

• In specialist fields like linguistics, meaning is often more narrowly defined and 

analyzed with greater precision. For example, in computer science, meaning 

involves the semantics of programming languages, where each symbol or 

command has a specific, well-defined function. Linguistics might focus on 

semantics and pragmatics, exploring how people derive meaning from words 

in various contexts. 

6. Features and Importance of Business English 

• Business English is characterized by its specificity to professional 

environments, emphasizing clarity, formality, and efficiency in communication. 

It includes specialized vocabulary pertinent to business and commerce and 
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maintains a professional tone. Business English is crucial for effective 

professional communication, facilitating clear and precise exchanges in 

diverse areas such as finance, management, and international trade. It also 

involves cultural awareness and sensitivity, which are vital in global business 

environments. 

 

 


